
Labor Day Festival in San Francisco 

Wednesday, September 2, 2009  

 

by Michael Aigner 

The annual Labor Day Festival in San Francisco is coming up 
soon. In an era of declining attendance at adult chess events, this 
has been the lone exception, drawing at least 160 players to the 
Holiday Inn Golden Gateway at Van Ness and Pine for each of the 

past seven years. Certainly one big reason that people keep coming 
back is the friendly and competent staff: organizer Richard 
Koepcke assisted by TDs John McCumiskey. 
 
Over these years, no other adult or open tournament in Northern 
California has attracted this many players, including multiple 
International Masters and even an occasional Grandmaster. The list 

of recent winners is quite formidable: Sam Shankland (2008), 
Josh Friedel (2006, 2007), Alex Yermolinsky (2005), Vladimir 
Mezentsev (2004), Dmitry Zilbertstein (2003) and Ricardo 
DeGuzman (2002). Who will win this year?  

 Event: Labor Day Festival 

 Date: September 5-7 (3-day) or September 6-7 (2-day)  

 Location: Van Ness at Pine in San Francisco 

 Format: 6 round swiss in 6 sections (Open, Expert, A, B, C and D/E/Unrated).  

 3-day schedule: Reg: Sat 8-9:30. Rounds: Sat 10, 4; Sun 11, 4:45; Mon 10, 3:30.  

 2-day schedule: Reg: Sun 8-9, Rounds: Sun 9:30, 11:45, 2, 4:45; Mon 10, 3:30. 

 Time control: 30/90, G/60 except G/60 for rounds 1-3 of 2-day schedule.  

 Entry fee: $70 adults, $60 juniors postmarked by August 31; $10 more on-site.  

 Prize fund: $5400 based on 160 players, including $700 for 1st place in Open section and $380 for 1st place in 

each lower section. 

 Tournament flyer  

 Advance entry list 

I highly recommend this event to all of my students and friends! Of course, I will be there, with or without my 
power wheelchair. I suggest the 3-day schedule to serious players because G/60 tends to be like roulette (i.e. more 
luck than skill), but the 2-day schedule requires less of a time commitment. A weird feature of this tournament is that 
many kids play up a section, especially those rated within 100 points of the next class.  
WARNING: The Bay Bridge will be closed over Labor Day weekend! If you are driving, please make sure to take I-
280 or US-101 or cross at the San Mateo Bridge. You may also take BART to Embarcadero Station, walk one block 
north to California street and catch a #1 Muni cable car to the hotel on Van Ness. Use the trip planner at 

511.org for maps and route schedules. 
 
Finally, I must lodge a small protest. Most readers are probably unaware that the CalChess Board voted to strip 
this festival of its longtime "state championship" designation. Mind you that the USCF encourages states to 
use Labor Day weekend for state tournaments, and, in fact, many big states do run theirs on Labor Day. Instead, the 
Board saw fit to endorse a yet untested big money event at a brand new venue on Thanksgiving weekend. The motto 
"Build it and they will come" has not worked well at Bay Area tournaments in the past (e.g. the Firecracker Open 

fiasco in 2001). I won't say more now, but count me as a big skeptic of this Board decision. We shall see in 

November. 

 
 

Holiday Inn Golden Gateway 

 

http://www.calchess.org/controlpanel/files/LABOR09-ver1.pdf
http://www.goldengatewayhotel.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Van+Ness+Ave+%26+Pine+St,+San+Francisco,+CA+94109&sll=37.42135,-121.958456&sspn=0.005845,0.013626&ie=UTF8&ll=37.803138,-122.422199&spn=0.046522,0.109005&z=13&iwloc=A
http://www.calchess.org/controlpanel/files/2009_labor_day_fest_flyer.pdf
http://sacramentochessclub.org/weekend_events/2009laborday.htm
http://baybridgeinfo.org/1/index.html
http://www.bart.gov/
http://transit.511.org/schedules/index.aspx?#m1=S&m2=bus&routeid=25271&dir=OB&type=6100&cid=SF
http://511.org/
http://www.calchess.org/modules.php?name=Information&page=05_about/officers.php
http://main.uschess.org/content/view/8697/141/
http://www.bayareachess.com/events/StateChamp09.pdf
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?200107012990

